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1. Introduction

The work carried out as part of WP2, WP3 and WP4 - Interventi transfrontalieri di contenimento
delle specie aliene e ripristino della biodiversita, was disseminated through several Scientific and
popular publications:

Cutajar S., Mangion D., Lamoliere A., Lisi O. P. V. & Mifsud D. (2022) Fighting Alien species Trans-
border. A Citizen Science perspective. Biological Invasions in a changing World. Book of
Abstracts. Neobiota 2022. 12t International Conference on Biological Invasions, Tartu, Estonia.
Estonian Naturalists’ Society, P36: 108.

Lamoliere A., Tavilla G., Lanfranco S., Grima I. J. & Mifsud D. (2022) Application of Spectral
Signature of selected Invasive Alien Plants (IAPs) of Malta for ecological monitoring. Biological
Invasions in a changing World. Book of Abstracts. Neobiota 2022. 12t International Conference
on Biological Invasions, Tartu, Estonia. Estonian Naturalists’ Society, P32: 105.

Lamoliere A., Mifsud M., Abela J., Tavilla G., Roy R.G., Lanfranco S. & Mifsud D. (2023)
Automated Detection and Classification of Invasive Cardiospermum grandiflorum in Wied Babu,
Malta. 15t International Seminar Biodiversity Management and Conservation “Plant Ecology
and Conservation in The Mediterranean Area” Linguaglossa (Sicily), Italy.

Lisi O.P.V., Le specie aliene e il progetto Italia-Malta FAST (Fight Alien SpeciesTransborder). Le
Scienze Naturali nella scuola, XXX, 66, |: 79-81.

Mifsud S. (2022) Management towards the eradication of Pennisetum setaceum from the island
of Gozo. Biological Invasions in a changing World. Book of Abstracts. Neobiota 2022. 12t
International Conference on Biological Invasions, Tartu, Estonia. Estonian Naturalists’ Society,
P86: 105.

Pieghevole FAST (2020). Evento apertura

Pieghevole FAST (2023). Evento chiusura italiano

Pieghevole FAST (2023). Evento chiusura inglese

Details of the presentations and books of abstract are attached to this deliverable. A full resolution,
digital copy of posters and video recording are attached to this deliverable.

2. Presentation:



1. Fighting Alien Species Transborder — A Citizen Science Perspective: The First BioBlitz of
the Maltese Islands — Poster

Citation: Cutajar S., Mangion D., Lamoliere A., Lisi O. P. V. & Mifsud D. (2022) Fighting Alien
species Trans-border. A Citizen Science perspective. Biological Invasions in a changing World. Book
of Abstracts. Neobiota 2022. 12" International Conference on Biological Invasions, Tartu, Estonia.
Estonian Naturalists’ Society, P36: 108.
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NEOBIOTA 2022 - 12th International Conference on Biological Invasions 2o
Tartu (Estonia) — September 12-16 2022 = /

In late August 2022, the University of Malta, a principal partner within the Intemeg itaia-Mata's FAST project (Fighting Alien Species Trans-Dorder),
organised the first national BloBiltz on the Maltese Islands. The focus of this three-day Citizen Sclence (CS) event was indng and identifying as
many piant alen specles 3s possidie at Hinfaw! tal-Buskett u tai-Girgentl, 3 Special Area of Consarvation within Maita's the Natura 2000 network.
The data was collected.using a structured survey methodology carmad out by volunteers after raceiving a short training session prior the fiekiwork.

The alm of this BloSiz was to Investigate the spatial disiribution of these species while engaging the general public and ralsing Qeneral awareness
about Issues related to Invasions. In addition to the conservation and te Natura 2000 site
— eeuoggam wngg — mm': = monitoring of e designated z
participating In the CS Intiative, 35 well 35 to encourage new participants 1o join other CS Inftatives..

Keywords: Blodiliz, Citizen Science, alen species, IAPS, Natura 2000, data collection.

comprising
sector was suveyed Dy at lesst one patticipant o Bjitz Participation

Al participants were positive about thelr experience, with 65% rating It 3s excelient. The

A malortty of volunteers indicated thelr main reason for joining the BIoBitz was bacause It

Data collection ‘sounded Iike fur. This was toliowed by wanting 1o “contribute 1o the understanding of

GPS points, ana species ID were colected biodiversity, to ‘engage withunderstand sclence’ and because It was something they

Wl’m'mw-"“m could do ‘With family and friends’. The majortty were wiling to confnue contributing to CS
reviewed by the aulors through 3 Wo-stage o 96%) and o expiore nature and the owtdoors on Melr own (80%).

Species ID & Distribution

2022 SintegraM basemap layer. Figure 1. Mapping of the 13 spp. icentified in 13 sectors. 35 plottad on tha Figure 1.|

Social gata was coliected Mrough 3 standardised  Concluding remarks & acknowledgements

survey developed by the European Cltizen Science  The FAST Team would llke to thanks all the Citizen Scientists who contributed to the success
Association. This was completed by each citizen of this BioBiiz, a5 well 3 Ambjent and the Environment and Resource Authority for thelr
scientst following participation In the EloBiitz. support. Special thanks to Danll Golomovzy for his help In data analysis.
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2. Application of Spectral Signature of selected Invasive Alien Plants (IAPs) of Malta for
ecological monitoring.

Citation: Lamoliere A., Tavilla G., Lanfranco S., Grima I. J. & Mifsud D. (2022) Application of
Spectral Signature of selected Invasive Alien Plants (IAPs) of Malta for ecological monitoring.
Biological Invasions in a changing World. Book of Abstracts. Neobiota 2022. 12" International
Conference on Biological Invasions, Tartu, Estonia. Estonian Naturalists’ Society, P32: 105.

NEOBIOTA 2022 - 12th International Conference on Biological Invasions iy / x
Tartu (Estonia) — September 12-16 2022 i ;fc.‘.‘»‘.‘,-_
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Application of Spectral Signature of selected Invasive Alien Plants
(IAPs) of Mailta for ecological monitoring

Arthur Lamoliere ! Gianmarco Tavile®, Sandro Lanfranco’. Immanuel Joseph Grima®, David Mifsud'!
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3. Management towards the eradication of Pennisetum setaceum from the island of Gozo.
Mifsud S. (2022) Management towards the eradication of Pennisetum setaceum from the island of
Gozo. Biological Invasions in a changing World. Book of Abstracts. Neobiota 2022. 12% International

Conference on Biological Invasions, Tartu, Estonia. Estonian Naturalists’ Society, P86: 105.

A screenshot of the oral presentation is provided below. Please enquire for a full record of the video
due to copyright on the material.
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4. Automated Detection and Classification of Invasive Cardiospermum grandiflorum using
Multispectral Orthophotos and Deep Learning Models in Wied Babu, Malta.

Lamoliere A., Mifsud M., Abela J., Tavilla G., Roy R.G., Lanfranco S., Mifsud D. (2023) Automated
Detection and Classification of Invasive Cardiospermum grandiflorum in Wied Babu, Malta. 15%
International Seminar Biodiversity Management and Conservation “Plant Ecology and Conservation
in The Mediterranean Area” Linguaglossa (Sicily), Italy.

(This presentation was not recorded, the full presentation is attached to the deliverable)
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